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1	 REGISTRATION All boats must be regis-
tered with the Tournament Committee and en-
try fee paid to qualify for prizes and trophies. Any 
boat may be substituted during the week but 
must be registered with the Tournament Com-
mittee prior to fishing. Registration forms will be 
accepted at the Big Rock Office or the Captain’s 
Meeting. The tournament reserves the right, in 
its sole discretion, to deny entry to anyone for any 
reason. No entries or upgrades will be accepted 
after 9:00 a.m. on Monday, June 13.
2	 RULES MEETING At least one person from 
each boat should attend the Captain’s Meeting 
for the tournament, which will be held on Sun-
day prior to the first day of fishing. Regardless, all 
participants in the tournament are responsible 
for knowing all Tournament Rules, including any 
changes to the rules that may take place at the 
Captain’s Meeting.
3	 ROD & REEL RULES This is a rod and reel, 
hook and line tournament. Double line and lead-
er combined may not exceed 40 feet; neither 
may exceed 30 feet. The following practices are 
illegal in this tournament A use of handline or 
rope attached to the line or leader; B shooting, 
harpooning, or lancing; and C the transfer of 
any participant from one boat to another to aid 
in the landing of the fish. Bill rope or “snooter” 
is allowed. Drones are not allowed in this tourna-
ment.
4	 BOUNDARIES All boats fishing in tourna-
ment must fish between LORAN coordinates 
North 40275 and South 39200. All fish must also 
be hooked within those coordinates.

June 13–18
9am–3pm

HEADQUARTERS OPENS 
AT 6AM ON FISHING DAYS

SCALES CLOSE 7PM 
DAILY FOR GAMEFISH

FISHING DAYS

BOATS MAY FISH FOUR 
OUT OF THE SIX DAYS

Rules Committee
HOWARD BASNIGHT

DALE BRITT | DEW FORBES
RANDY GREGORY
RANDY RAMSEY
CASEY WAGNER

Committee Boat
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Weighmaster
RANDY GREGORY

Tournament President
EMERY IVEY

Big Rock Tournament Director
MADISON STRUYK
madison@thebigrock.com 

252.725.1568
RULES AND REGISTRATION 

INFORMATION ARE SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE PRIOR TO THE TOURNAMENT.

—FOR OFFICE USE ONLY—

RECEIVED BY CHECK NO. DATE

Level I—Mandatory. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
GUARANTEED PRIZES

1st Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000
2nd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10,000
3rd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,000
First Release of Each Day.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Largest Gamefish† for the Week.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
2nd Place Gamefish for the Week.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,000
Largest Gamefish Daily.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000
2nd Place Gamefish Daily.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
 †Gamefish is yellowfin tuna, dolphin or wahoo.

Level II—50/30/20 Largest Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . $2,500
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES

1st Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $255,000
2nd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $153,000
3rd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $102,000

Level III—50/30/20 Largest Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . $5,000
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I, II— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES

1st Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $484,500
2nd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $290,700
3rd Place Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $193,800

Level IV—Winner-Take-All Blue Marlin.. . . . . . . . . $5,000
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I, II, III— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES

Winner-Take-All.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $913,750

Level V—Fabulous Fisherman’s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I, II, III, IV— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES

1st Fish Boated Over 500 Pounds.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $833,000

Level VI—Super 20 Winner Take All. . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I, II, III, IV, V— 
PAYOUT BASED ON 50 ENTRIES

Winner-Take-All.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $850,000

Level VII—Largest Dolphin Winner Take All. . . . $2,500
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I— 

PAYOUT BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES

Winner-Take-All.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $529,125

Level VIII—Weekly and Daily Release.. . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I— 

SPLIT PAYOUTS BASED ON 100 ENTRIES

—50% of Total Purse Paid Out to Weekly Release 50/30/20—

1st Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $106,250
2nd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $63,750
3rd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,500

—50% of Total Purse Paid Out to Daily Release Equally Over 6 Days—

Prize Payout per Day.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35,417

Level IX—Weekly + Daily Non-Sonar Release.. . $5,000
If you enter this level, the use of omnidirectional sonar technology 

is n o t  p e r m i t t e d  at any time during the tournament.
—MUST ENTER LEVEL I— 

SPLIT PAYOUTS BASED ON 100 ENTRIES
—50% of Total Purse Paid Out to Weekly Release 50/30/20—

1st Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $106,250
2nd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $63,750
3rd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,500

—50% of Total Purse Paid Out to Daily Release Equally Over 6 Days—
Prize Payout per Day.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35,417

Level X—Outboard 50/30/20.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
 —MUST ENTER LEVEL I— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 2021 ENTRIES
1st Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,725
2nd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,435
3rd Place.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,290

Level XI—Outboard Release Winner Take All.. . . $1,000
 —MUST ENTER LEVEL I, X— 

PAYOUTS BASED ON 20 ENTRIES
Winner Take All.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,000

NEW!NEW!

NEW!NEW!

NEW!NEW!

NEW!NEW!

CHECK OFF THE LEVELS YOU WISH TO ENTER CHECK OFF THE LEVELS YOU WISH TO ENTER

Figure Out Your Total Level Fees
Add up all your checked off level fees (Level I is mandatory, 

and has been checked off for you). This is your total entry 
fee; you will be entered in all the levels you have selected.

Write your total fees in the box below. 
CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO 

BIG ROCK BLUE MARLIN TOURNAMENT.

Mail Your Check
If it is June 1 or later, we strongly recommend that 
you register in person or online rather than mailing 

your registration form and entry fee.

If it is before June 1, send your check along with this form 
(make sure you have filled it out completely 

and that it’s signed) and send to:
BIG ROCK BLUE MARLIN TOURNAMENT 

710 EVANS STREET 
MOREHEAD CITY, NC 28557

See you at the docks!

TOTAL ENTRY FEES 2022

$

2022 CHANGES ARE PRINTED IN RED

5	 MANDATORY HOOK REQUIREMENTS 
Non-offset circle hooks are mandatory when de-
ploying natural bait or natural bait/artificial lures. 
“J” hooks are allowed on artificial lures only.
6	 FISHING TIME AND LAYDAYS No lines or 
teasers are permitted in the water before official 
fishing hours each day. Official time will be GPS 
time. The use of omnidirectional sonar technol-
ogy will not be permitted before official fishing 
hours each day. Fishing days for all eligible boats 
shall be any four out of the available six days, 
captain’s choice. No single boat can fish more 
than 4 total days during the tournament. Lay 
Day forms may be submitted in person at the 
Big Rock Office, Hatteras Harbor Marina or by 
using your Big Rock app account. Lay Day forms 
must be submitted prior to 9:00 a.m. on the day 
declared as a non-fishing day. There will be no 
exceptions on time. If a boat does not declare a 
day as a non-fishing day, the Tournament Com-
mittee will automatically count the day to be a 
fishing day for that boat.
7	 REPORTING All billfish must be reported 
to the Tournament Headquarters when hooked, 
lost, boated or released. Radio frequency shall be 
VHF Channel 71 (alternate is Channel 78 A). Fish 
hooked prior to or after fishing hours are not eli-
gible.
8	 QUALIFYING BLUE MARLIN To be eligi-
ble for prize money, a blue marlin must weigh at 
least 400 pounds or measure at least 110 inches. 
In the event of a tie by weight, the marlin hav-
ing the largest total measurement of girth plus 
length shall be declared the winner. Length shall 
be measured from the V-notch in the tail to the 
tip of the lower jaw. No official weigh slip will be 
given for any disqualified fish. North Carolina 
state law states that you may only boat one blue 
marlin per day.
IF NO QUALIFYING FISH IS WEIGHED IN LEVEL II, 
III, OR IV, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF PRIZE MON-
EY IN EACH LEVEL WILL BE PAID TO THE BOAT 
ENTERED IN EACH LEVEL WITH THE MOST RE-
LEASE POINTS.
9	 DISQUALIFICATION Boat will be disquali-
fied from the tournament if:
✔	 The boat, captain and/or crew violates any 
rules of the tournament unless otherwise spec-
ified in these rules.
✔	 A billfish has been boated and not presented 
to the Weigh Master. A fish is considered boated 
when any portion of the fish breaks the outside 
vertical plane of the boat.
✔	 A fish escapes before gaffing and is recap-
tured by any method other than as outlined in 
the angling rules—no free gaffing allowed.
✔	 Under no circumstances can you gaff the 
fish in order to measure the fish and then release 
the fish.
q	 400-POUND PENALTY Boat will be penal-
ized 400 pounds from the weight of the largest 
blue marlin weighed in by the boat during the 
week by said boat if:
✔	 Blue marlin does not meet tournament min-
imum length and/or minimum weight require-
ments.
✔	 Fish does not adhere to State and Federal 
Fisheries regulations.
✔	 If the gaff breaks the vertical plane of the 
boat, the fish can no longer be counted as a re-
lease and no points will be awarded. If the fish is 
lost, the team will not be penalized 400 points. 
If the fish is boated, it must meet minimum re-
quirements or a 400-pound penalty will be en-
forced.
w	 LEVEL V—FABULOUS FISHERMAN’S The 

Winner of Level V will be the first blue marlin re-
ported and boated weighing 500 pounds or more. 
Qualifying fish must meet all tournament rules. All 
boats participating in this level must be entered in 
Levels I, II, Ill and IV. If no qualifying fish is weighed, 
prize money will roll over to the next year’s tour-
nament. A fish may be called in as boated when 
any portion of the fish breaks the outside vertical 
plane of the boat.
e	 LEVEL VI—SUPER 20 WTA The win-
ner of Level VI will be the largest qualifying 
blue marlin. Qualifying fish must weigh 400 
pounds or more and meet all tournament 
rules. Boats must be entered in Levels I, II, III, 
IV and V to participate in the Super category. 
If no qualifying fish is weighed, prize money 
will roll over to next year’s tournament.
r	 RELEASE POINTS Cash prizes will be award-
ed to the boats that score the greatest number of 
points first. No release points will be awarded if 
the gaff breaks the outside vertical plane of the 
boat. In order to qualify as a release, the billfish 
must remain in the water (Federal Law).

125 RELEASE POINTS WILL BE AWARDED:
✔	 For all billfish, including blue marlin, white 
marlin, sailfish, hatchet marlin and spearfish.
✔	 When mate touches the leader or the leader 
touches the rod tip.
✔	 Team turns in a release form provided by the 
Tournament Committee attested to by signature 
of the captain and mate or angler on board the 
boat at the time of the release. This form may be 
submitted to the Official Weigh Master at Tour-
nament Headquarters, Hatteras Harbor Marina or 
submitted electronically with the Big Rock app. 
Release forms must be turned in no later than 
10:00 p.m. on the day the fish is released to quali-
fy. Other than blue marlin, billfish forms may also 
be photographed and uploaded to the Big Rock 
app. In the event of ties, the first boat to achieve 
the winning totals shall be declared the winners

400 RELEASE POINTS WILL BE AWARDED:
✔	 Blue marlin if the team provides indisputable 
video or photo evidence to the Rules Committee. 
To qualify for the 400 points, teams must turn in 
a Release Form in person along with the SD card, 
Micro SD card or Compact Flash card from their 
camera. Forms and media cards can be turned 
in at the Official Weigh Station in Morehead City 
or to the tournament representative at Hatteras 
Harbor Marina. The media card and Release 
Form must be turned in no later than 10:00 p.m. 
on the day fish is released to qualify. The media 
card must show continuous video or a clear single 
photo of the mate touching the leader or the lead-
er touching the rod tip and clear and indisputable 
evidence that the fish is a blue marlin. It is the 
responsibility of the participants to ensure that 
their camera’s clock and date are set accurately to 
reflect the time and date of the releases to quali-
fy for the 400 points. Date and time stamp must 
be 100% accurate. All videos will become proper-
ty of the Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament. If the 
Rules Committee is unable to see indisputable 
evidence that the fish is a blue marlin, the release 
will be scored at 125 points. The tournament will 
NOT allow photos or video from cell phones.
t	 LEVEL IX—NON-SONAR RELEASE Entry 
in this level is restricted to: A boats without 
omnidirectional sonar technology OR B boats 
equipped with, but which choose not to use, 
omnidirectional sonar technology. Prize pay-
outs will be awarded for total weekly release 
points and the overall daily release winner. 
Weekly prizes will be divided as follows: 50% 
first place, 30% second place and 20% third 
place. If no billfish are released, winners will be 
determined by the largest gamefish (yellowfin 

OFFICIAL RULES


